Prof. Kenett began his journey into statistics as a math major at Imperial College London. World-renowned statistician, Sir David Cox, a senior professor, taught the introduction to statistics course at the undergraduate level, sparking Kenett's interest in the field. "I thought that was the norm. Only later did I realize that in most cases, a doctoral student teaches first-year undergraduates the fundamentals of statistics in most universities."
He went on to conduct PhD research in what was then the Department of Theoretical Mathematics; he worked under the guidance of Prof. Sam Karlin, a renowned Stanford University mathematician who had an affiliation with the Weizmann Institute at the time. Prof. Karlin's track record includes fundamental contributions in a multitude of fields, including mathematical economics, bioinformatics, and game theory. During his PhD studies, Kenett worked on mathematical models of population evolution, analyzing genetic data for a study on distances between various homogeneous Jewish groups. He developed an approach called Structural Exploratory Data Analysis (SEDA) for analyzing biomarkers frequencies in various populations. This was, in a sense, a precursor of contemporary data mining techniques, and was published in a series of frequently cited papers in the American Journal of Human Genetics in the 1980s.
Prof. Kenett continued his research career at the University of Wisconsin, Madison, and at Bell Labs in New Jersey. He then joined Tadiran Telecommunications Corp as director of statistical methods, and implemented statistical process control in an electronic assembly line, which was the first time this had been done in Israel. The dramatic impact on lead time, quality, and costs resulted in many other companies following Tadiran's lead. In 1990, he left Tadiran and formed KPA (which stands for Kenett, Preminger and Associates) with a partner. The company, which initially focused on quality management consulting, with emphasis on statistical analysis, was also involved in the founding of the online "point-and-click" translation service Babylon with an entrepreneur who developed the technology.
Today, KPA, an international firm specializing in analytics, employs 30 experts in various fields and provides a wide range of web-based cloud hosted SaaS software tools and various analytic services, such as predictive analytics, risk models, industrial statistics, customer and employee surveys for its customers, which include Nice, Israeli Aircraft Industries, HP, Cisco, Amdocs, Starhome, Assuta, Perrigo, Teva, Roche, First International Bank, and the Knesset.
Throughout the years, Prof. Kenett has also held posts at the State University of New York, Tel Aviv University, the Technion, and today-in addition to his leadership of KPA-is also a research professor at the University of Turin in Italy. In 2000, he taught a course at the Weizmann Institute he specially prepared covering various aspects of statistics that are fundamental to modern biology.
Statistics fascinates him, he says. "You have to love diversity. Statistics is a boundarycrossing profession," he says. "Wielding mathematical and statistical tools to deal with real-world problems from a variety of disciplines requires the ability to collaborate and interact well with different types of professionals." "Statistical analysis is a powerful modern tool for many important decisions," he says. For instance, in surveys of the health and educational systems, the press and the public focus on a single indicator of quality whereas the average rating alone doesn't give the full picture and can be misleading. Yet such summary data is often used for decisionmaking both on a government and a private level-when governments allocate funding to schools and hospitals, or when parents choose a school district or a particular HMO for their families.
